
Enicmus atriceps n. sp. (Coleoptera, Lathridiidae). 
By 

Victor Hansen. 

Enicmus (subg. Enicmus s. str.) atriceps n. sp. Very closely al
lied to Enicmus testaceus Steph. and hitherto confused with this 
species, but distinguished from it in the following respects: 

1. The colour is darker. While testaceus has the upper and 
under side unicolorous rufo-testaceous or brownish-testaceous, 
atriceps has the head, the disc of thorax and the under side (ex
cept the abdomen) brownish-black. Antennae and legs testaceous, 
the first joint of antennae and the under side of femora often 
somewhat darkened. The broadly depressed side parts of thorax 
and the elytra brownish-testaceous, as a rule darker than by 
testaceus. 

2. The head has at base a distinct and rather deep central 
fovea, which is not or only feebly indicated by testaceus. 

3. The thorax i.s not quite so strongly transverse (atriceps: 
ea 25: 18, testaceus: ea 28: 18), the sides are a little more strong
ly and more abruptly contracted behind, so that the base is only 
a little broader than the length of thorax (atriceps: ea 20: 18, 
testaceus: ea 23: 18) and the central longitudinal basal impres
sion is much deeper. 

4. The basal line of elytra is at each side, 
at the seventh interstice more strongly and 
somewhat obtuse-angled produced. 

5. The fovea on metasternum behind each 
intermediate coxa is considerably greater and 
deeper, and more distinctly and strongly limit-
ed at the hind and outer edge. On the first 
ventral segment the two longitudinal ridges 
are at least 2 /s as long -- by testace~ts only 
about half as long (or a little more) - as the 
length of the segment in the middle. 

6. c): Penis (fig. 1) is ea twice as broad 
as by testaceus (fig. 2). The male is recogniz
able by a very short, fine spine at the inner 
side of apex of tibiae (quite as by testaceus), 
and the penis is by both species, and espe-

I 
i 

z 

Fig. 1-2: Penis 
of Enicrnus atriceps 
( 1) and E. testaceus 

X 100. 
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cially by testaceus, very fine and very weakly chitinized. 
Length 2-2,1 mm. This specification is based upon 11 Dan

ish and B foreign specimens and shows, as it will be seen, a 
very smal variation in length. Whether this is casually, is un
decided. E. testaceus, varies in length at least from 1,5 to 2,1 mm. 

E. atriceps is an easily recognizable species. Even the colour 
will separate the new species from E. testacezls. From rugosus 
Hbst. and fungicola Thorns. it is easily distinguished by its S
formed thorax-sides, which are much more strongly rounded in 
front and contracted behind, from rugosus furthermore by the 
lighter, rather dull elytra, and from fungicola furthermore by 
the two longitudinal ridges on the first ventral segment. 

E. atriceps seems to be much more rare in Denmark than 
testacezls. The only existing Danish specimens I have found in 
the forest Dyrehaven, near Copenhagen, 4 specimens 28. 7. 1961 
in slime fungi on an old beach and 7 specimens in October 1961 
by sifting from old beach-stumps. The holotype (o, Dyrehaven 
28 / 7 1961) is in my own collection. 

Testaceus Steph. (Ill. of Brit. Entom. III (1830). 114) re
fers to the light species, which appears from his deseri]Jtion and 
his figure (Plate XVIII, fig. 3). The same is the case with creni
collis 'l'homson (Skand. Col. X. 67). Ganglbauer has con
sidered both the light and the dark species as testaceus, as it 
appears from his description (Die Ki:tfer von JHitteleuropa III 
(1899). 786), and I have from Naturhistorisches Museum in vVien 
through the courtesy of Dr. Friedrich Janczyk seen specimens 
of both species collected by Ganglbauer (at Herkulesbad) and 
determined by him as testaceus. What just is said about testaceus 
Ganglb. also applies to testaceus Rei tter (Stettiner Entom. Zeit. 
1876. 3~m, Fauna Germanica III (1911). 8;3) and to cordaticollis 
A u be (Ann. Soe Ent. de Fr. 1880, Bi32). A u be writes l. c., that 
he possesses ;) specimens, of which the two are completely fer
rugineous, while the third llas head, thorax a!ld under side of 
body black. Through the eourtesy of dr. Guy Colas, Museum 
national d'histoire naturelle, Paris, I have had the two first men
tioned speeimens for examination and established, that they are 
both the true testaeeus. As to the third (dark) speeimen dr. 
Colas has informed me, that it has been destroyed in the course 
of time, and that only a little label with the inseription "testa
ceum Steph." remains. I have therefore designated one of the 
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present specimens as lectotype and this action makes cordati
collis Aube a junior subjective synonym of testaceus Steph. 

Mrrs. A. A. Allen, G.-A. Lohse, 'rhure Palm and Andreas 
Strand have told me, that their respective English, North-Ger
man, Swedish and Norwegian specimens all belong to testaceus. 
The same is the ease with the material of the Naturhistoriska 
Riksm useet in Stockholm. 

Anmeldelse. 
Herbert Beek: Die Larvalsystematik der Eulen (Noctuidae). Ab

handlungen zur Larvalsystematik der Insekten Nr. 4, Berlin (Akadernie
Verlag) 1960. 406 pp. 488 tekstfig. Pris 68 DM uindb. 

I den for fa ar siden pabegyndte tyske skriftnekke orn insektlarvernes 
systematik (tidligere bind er orntalt i Ent. Medd. bd. 28 og 29, hhv. p. 212 
og 161) foreligger nu behandliugen af den vanskelige natsornmerfugle
familie Noctuidae (ugler). Kun de mellemeuropreiske arter tages i betragt
ning, (hvilket ikke fremgar af b0gernes noget pnetentiose tit! er: ,Die Lar
valsystematik der ... "), men det er uaturligvis ogsa deru, der har storst 
interesse for danske lepidopterologer. 

Indledningsvis gives en nyttig· vejledning til indsamling, klaJkning, kon
servering og unders0gelse af larverne. Derefter folgm en biologisk over
sigt (inel. orntale af de skadelige arter) og en indgaencle skildring af ngle
larvernes morfologi; af :;rerlig taxonomisk bet,vdning viser sig her bl. a. 
visse strukturer pa premento-hypopharyngealloben og naturligvis ehaeto
taxien. 

Hovedparten af hogen er helliget den systematiBke gennemgang af for
mm·ne: n0gler til underfamilie (eYt. tribus), slregt og art :;amt udforlige 
diagnoser og be:;kri velser af disse enheder ( desv~rre har den anvendte 
nornenclatur ikke megen lighed med den - i hvert fald herbjemme -
gamgse, og synonym er gives kun i registret. Ved h ver art gives desuden 
kortfattede oply:;ninger om foderplante, forekomsttid og det studerede ma
teriales proveniens. Teksten illustreres overalt af tilpas skematiserede figu
rer af vecl besternrnelsen betydningsfulcle detailler. Selvom denne behand
ling naJppe vi! g0re Koduidelarverne til hvermanclseje, betyder den dog i 
mange henseender et v~sentligt fremskridt i sarnmeuligning med f. ex. de 
tibvareude afsnit i Rvenska Fjlirilar (for ikke at tale orn vore hjemlige 
Kl0cker'Bke n0gler). Det er dog selvfolgelig et ikke uvresentligt minus, at 
f01·f.'s rnateriale kun omfatter ,etwa ?JO Oj0 der Arten" ( endda flere af de 
manglende er velkendte andetstedsfra), men her er i hvert fald et grund
lag, cler kan bygges videre pa. 

I et af:;luttendP kapitel sammenligner forf. sin pa de larvale karakterer 
opstillede uglesystematik rned imaginalsysternatikken (som denne fremtraJ
der hos Boursin, 1953), og det er vel for sa vidt dette afsnit, der vi! r:;kabe 




