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Amongst a large amount of material of Coelomyia mollissima 
Hal. from three localities in the Faroes some male specimens of 
an undescribed species were found. The new species is closely 
related to mollissima, 'Which in the past decennium has been 
redescribed in detail by Hennig (1955, p. 95) and Chillcott (1960, 
p. 232). In the following diagnosis the new species will be com
pared with mollissima. 

Coelomyia faroensis n. sp. 

c): Head. 10-12 frontal bristles. Orbits (parafrontals) as broad 
as i)rd antemml joint, increasing from 0.05 to 0.15 mm. Frontal 
stripe (vitta) 0.10 mm at its narrowest part, broadened above 
the antennae (a measurement touching the ptilinal suture gives 
0.40 mm). The frons is thus distinctly broader than in mollissima 
and can be illustrated as follows: seen from frontal view, a line 
between the outer eye-margins which crosses frons a little above 
the ptilinal suture will be divided into the following ratios: 7 
(eye): 11 (frons) : 7 (eye); in mollissima the same ratios will be 
about 10 : 7 : 10. Parafacials bare, as broad as 3rd antennal joint. 
Oral margin not as produced as in mollissima, but genae more 
swollen. Occipital bristles shorter, and in particular, the post
ocular bristles distinctly shorter, stouter, fewer and in one dis
tinct row only (in mollis8irna long, thin, dense and mainly in 
two rows). Third antennal joint only slightly longer than broad 
(8 : 7). Arista short (0.5 mm) and subpubescent. Palpus short, 
weakly subspatulate apically. Theca a little shorter than in mol
Zissima, pollinose. The head blackish with greyish pollinose and 
without the reddish coloration surrounding the face which is 
often found in mollissirna. 

Thorax. As in mollissima. 
Abdomen. Not strongly spatulate as in mollisflima (fig. 1), 

but more oval, i. e. with more parallel sidemargins (fig. 2). Seen 
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from the under side the curved margins of the tergites are broad, 
covering on each side about one third of the total width: in 
mollissima these margins are narrower, each of them only of 
the total width. The marginal bristles of 5th tergite normal, not 
long and curved as in mollissima. Sternites less reduced than in 
mollissima (in the latter they are 4 times longer than broad on 
3rd and 4th segments), being only 2t to 3 times longer than 
broad. Coloration as in mollissima. 

Legs. f2 with 8-10 av bristles, which become gradually 
shorter distally and do not form a comb as in mollissima (in 

Figs. 1-2. Abdominal under side of the male of 1. Goelomyia rnollissima 
Ha!. and 2. G. faroensis n. sp. 

the latter there are 16-18 av bristles). t2 rounded and slender 
at the base, becoming gradually thicker towards the tip and not 
constricted near the middle. The hairs on the under side of 
the apical swollen part half as long as the tibial diameter (in 
mollissima as long as the tibial diameter). f3 with av bristles on 
apical two thirds and no strong pv bristles (in mollissima a full 
row of av and pv on basal two thirds). Coloration as in mollissima. 

Hypopygium. The differences from mollissima are very 
small. 

Length: about 5 mm. 
Female. Not known. 
Holotype: d, Vestmanhavn, Stromo, Faroe Islands, 24. 6. 

1926, in Gjov (in meadow), leg. J. P. Kryger. Paratypes: 2dd, 
Thorshavn, Stromo, 3. 6. 1926, leg. J. P. Kryger, taken on Caltha 
together 1vith Coelomyia mollissima Hal. and Pegohylemyia f'ugax 
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lVleig. - 2 0 0 , Lervig, Ostero, 29. 6. 192(), leg. J. P. Kryger. 
All types in the Zoologic[tl Museum, Copenhagen. 

Remarks. Neither Hennig· c., p. 95) nor Chillcott (L c., 
p. 234) mention anything· about the Haliday types to rnollissima. 
In order to secure the correct identification of that species be
fore describing the new one, the author wrote to Dr. J. S. Jack
son of the National Museum of Ireland in Dublin. Due to his 
assistance the specimens in the Haliday collection were lent to 
Dr. M. V. R. de V. Graham, Hope Department of Entomology, 
Oxford, who has very kindly tendered the following information 
(in litt. 20th July 1961): "There are 7 specimens in a row in 
Haliday's collection and evidently these are syntypes. The first 
in the series has a green label (indicating Irish origin) on which 
is written "rnollissima" in iHaliday's handvvriting; it is a male 
and would seem to be the appropriate one to take as lectotype. 
It seems to agree with 7rwllissirna in your sense. 'l'he frons is ex
actly as broad as 3rd antennal joint, the orbits do not quite 
touch, but are separated only by an extremely narrow stripe. 
The third antennal joint as measured in profile is 12 : 8 (exactly 
1.5). I am not absolutely sure about the bristles of the last ter
gites, but they look pretty long". 

Up to the present four species of Coelomyia have been de
scribed, i.e. mollissirna Haliday 1840, subpellucens Zetterstedt 1845, 
supergressa Hennig 1955 and that described above. The two first 
species are holarctic in distribution, while superg1·essa is known 
only from the type loc11lity: Tadschikistan. The males of the four 
species can be separated by means of the following key: 

1. Abdomen with yellow markings on 2nd-4th, 3rd-4th or only 3rd 
tergite . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2. 
Abdomen blackish. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3. 

2. Frons as broad as 3rd antenna! joint. 2 pra. The margins of 5th ter
gite with normal bristles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . subpellucens Zett. 
Frons twice as broad as 3rd antenna! joint. 1 pra. The margins of 
5th tergite with a cluster of long, curved bristles . supergressa Hennig 

3. Frons as broad as 3rd antenna] joint. The margins of flth tergite 
with long, curved bristles; abdomen spatulate (fig·. 1) .. rnollissima Ha!. 
Frons 3 times broader than 3rd antenna] joint. The margins of flth 
tergite with normal bristles; abdomen oval (fig. 2) .... faroensis n. sp. 

As pointed out by both Hennig (l. c., p. 84) and Chillcott (l. c., 
p. 231) it is doubtful whether the genus Coelornyia can be main
tained. According to Chillcott the only exclusive characters by 
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which the genus can be separated from Fannia, are the project
ing oral margin and broadly spatulate abdomen in the males. 
This latter character is not applicable to the here described spe
cies which has an oval abdomen, as seen from fig. 2. Neverthe
less, because of the projecting oral margin it is a species of 
Coelomyia. This view is supported by the structure of the geni
talia. 
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Anmeldelse. 
N Thy d se n Me in er i z: Mosskorpioner og Mejere (Pseudoscorpio

nides og Opiliones). Danmarks Fauna 67, 1962, 193 Sider, 98 Figurer. 
Pris kr. 37,50. 

Formelt kan meget indvendes mod deune Bog. Den er alt andet end fri 
for Trykfejl, har mange Inkonsekvenser i Stavemaade og formelle Inkonse
kvenser (bl. a. i Omtalen af ikke-danske Arter), mrerkelige Ordformer (en 
Cephalothorax, en Abdomen, en Chelicere). Figurerne er ofte formindsket 
saa meget, at det kniber at se det, de skal vise. Eller hvad er Nernastoma 
lugubre-bimaculata nomenklatorisk for en Form'? Og hvorfor er den almin
deligt brugte Frellesform Chelonethi si et ikke nrevnt? 

Reelt maa Bogen derimod hilses med stor Glrede. Disse srnaa eller st0rre 
Spindlere, som enhver har set, ikke mindst fordi der iindes adskillige Arter 
i Huse, men ogsaa fordi man ofte ser dem i det fri, bar hidtil vwret van
skeligc at bestemme. Meinertz's Bog byg·ger paa et enormt Materiale, som 
han selv har indsamlet g'ennem 20-30 Aar, og ligeledes paa et stort :\Iate
riale indsamlet af Lohmander; der er ingen Tvivl om, at alle i vort Land 
forekommende Arter er mevnt, enkelto som forventelige. De anvendte Ka
rakterer er gode og· klare; Tegningerne er i hvert Fald fra Forf.s Haand 
meget smukke og anskuelige, ikke mindst vi! Habitusfigurerne hjrelpe Be
stemmeren meget. 

Desvrerre er "Danmarks Fauna" ofte gammeldags pra;get, og Forf. har 
i IndledningerrHl hverken i Udtryk eller Indhold fundet den rette Balance 
rnellem det rent videnskabelige og det popuhere. Man savner i h0j Grad 
biologiske Oplysning-er, ikke mindst Mosskorpionernes Parringsleg og indi
rekte Sredoverf0ring, der vel orntales med et Par Citater, burde have fun
det meget udf0rligere og illustreret Orntale. Netop disse to Gruppers Bio
logi er jo saa uhyre famgslende. Til Gengreld burde meget af Anatomien, 
som hverken giver Forskeren eller Lreg-rnanden noget, vmre udeladt (Nerve
systemet, Blodkarsystemet, K0nsorganernes Bygning- (og hvorfor forta;lle, 
at de ydre K0nsorganer (~J· af ektodermal Oprindel~e ?) etc.). Desv1erre er 
det noget, der grelder m>mg·e entomologiske Bind af ''Danmarks Fauna". 

Men "Faunaen" er jo f0rst ng frcm m est oprindelig tamkt so m et Hjrelpe
middel til Bestemmelse til Fremme af Kendskabet til vort Lands F'auna 
(sk0nt det biologisk morsomste Bind er .Jungersens i Bind 1), og som saa
dant opfylder nrerva;rende Bind i h0jeste Grad sin Mission. 

S. L. Tuxen 




