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In his contribution to the second volume of of the 
Faroes", Henriksen (1 wrote: "In the Faroes some cacldis-
flies listed occur on wost of or all the islands 
from North to South ... All the other Earoese are 

do uot occur in the northern but are restrieted 
to the southern ones." If we examine a map of the ]1'aroe Islands 

7"W 

Scaymoy 

Sucturoy 

Fig. 1. The Faroe Islands. The northern islands are shown in black 
and the southern ones in outline. 
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and note his division into northern and southern islands (Pig. 1) 
such a distribution at once seems curious. 'l'he so-called northern 
islands are not significantly north of some of the southern ones, 
and the channel between the groups is narrower than that be
tvveen some of the individual islands vFithin each group. 

·when \Ye had an opportunity to visit the :B'aroe Islands for 
biological work in the summer of 1 we decided to into 
this curions distribution and to to find out vYhat factors de
termine the occurence of eaddis-flies in the Faroes. 'l'o this 
betvYeen 19 .J unc and ;n .July we collected 
and adult at stations on six islands; 24 
stations -vvere in the northern islands and :1fJ in the Ronthern 
islands. 

A summary of these collections is in Table I. The Table 
a list of seventeen recorded 

Table I. The occurrence of Trichoptera in the Faroe Islands. 

Limncphilidae: 

Polycentro pus 
Plectrocnemia conspersa 
Phryganeu obsoteta MeL. 

-uittatus 

Tinodes woeneri 
neJmttn~ rhombicus 

L. rrwrnwr-atus Cm·tis 
L. atfinis Curtis 
L. sparsus Curtis 
},f esophyla.J~ impunctatus 
Halesus radiatus 

'Plnodes pasiUus 
1 Tinodes sp. (1 

reeorded as A. arctica. 
south thoug-h it was not 

M cL. (1 

(1 

Previous 
records 

* 
* 
* 
* 

1962 

* i-

* * 
* 

* * 

locallties quoted for it 
to have a restricted dis-

+-1-: A third species, neither T. waeneri nor 1'. pusillus. 
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Henriksen from the southern islands, and the eight known from 
the uorthern group. Set against these previous records are the 
results of our collections. ~We collected twelve of the seventeen 

previously known. We failed to discover eitber of the 
two small hydroptilids previously previously recorded; this may 
have been due to in our collecting techniques. Of 
the other three tlmt we did not find, two were entered 
in Henriksen's list on the basis of single individuals 
be very rare. What i::; more important is that four 
to known from the southern islands were in 
our collee:tions from the northern islands. J\loreover, all of them 
were in the nortllern island:': in considerable numbers. 

The table alr,;o shovvs that our collections contained three 
y Plectra-

only one col-
leeted at Viilareioi on Vi Anotlwr, Tinodes was com-
mon at all of the three localities at which we found it. 'rhe 
Tiuodes sp., of which we found the larval is not the 
same as either of the two other of the genus in the list. 
We collected seven mens of it from one station at Torva-
dalsa on it ~was localiy abundant. "\Vith these ad-

:20 of are now known to oec;ur in 
the Paroe b:lancls; 18 the southern 1wd 10 in the 
northern islands. 

The collections we made in HH)2 shov\' th£Lt Henrik-
sen's statement about the distribution of Tricho-

in the Farocs needs modification. T;yelve of his seventeeu 
are now known to occur in both groups of islands. 

five are now known from the southern islandH that are 
not knovvn from the northern and two of them are from 

each. In ad-the southern islands 011 the basis of one 
two are known from tile northeru that are not 

kno\Yll from the southern islands. Tt seems on the ba-
sis of these new that it can no be maintained 
that the Faroe IslnndR are di visible into two groups, northern 
and different in their fauna. 

found in the southern 
I'inocles 1weneri was collected in considerable n urn bers on Boro-
oy, spm·sus at several localities 011 both Boriloy and 
Viooy, and Halesus radiatus, of whic:l1 we found only the larvae, 
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on Borooy. The observations of collccton; 
the adults of tllis after the middle of 
in the found 
tania rnuliebl'is on 

Within any island the distribution of each is deter-
mined it8 . \Ve d four main classes of aqu-
atic habitat and allocated our two station:,; tO these classes. 
The first class was made up of nineteen stations \Yhich were 
all in mountain beds. EleYen 
stations v.rere 

had or bottoms to one thous-
and meters across. There \Yere nine stations in our last 

with bottoms and hanks and be-
meters in diameter. These four clas-

ses account for of our stations. Three of the remain-
ing five were on the shore. The two other stations 
were on open heathlaud, where 1ve adults 

vVhcn we examined the h<tbitttt distributions we found mark-
to The habitat of 

as seen in collections of immature 
in the Faroes are shuwn in 2. 'l'he also 

some indieation of the relative abundauce of eaeh 
Plectrocnemia conspersa and were the 
eommonest In the distribution of the adults fol-
lmved tllat of the larvae. vV e 
L. spm'sus and 
as elose to the larval habitats. 
begun to emerge before vve arrived 
for their wider distribution. 

When the habitat distribution of the immature stages 2) 
is considered in more detail, it can be seen that there is a range 
of species from ~which is only found in run-
ning water, to obsoleta which we found only in stand-
ing ~water. Another not shown 
in the diagram, is an extreme example of habitat restriction, 
since it was found only in tarns, never in pools or in run-
ning' \Vater. Apatania m.uliebris, \Yhich was found in running 
water, prefers small streams, where the Kater percolates be
tween the stones of the bed. 'l'he two commonest eaddisf!ies on 
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l'ttcthJCUem~ 
Ciln5fet'-SI>-

100 

T~ 

2. Habitat preferences of tile immature stages of in 
the Faroe I~lands. The abscissa shows the percentage of stations in a habi
tat gronp at whirh immature stages were found. 

the PLectTocnemia conspersa and Potamophylax uu;£ven:m& 
have similar habitat distributions that the latter is occa-
sionally found in Nevertheless 
in their microhabitats in that the l<lrva of 

and uuder stones, while 
larva 1vhich catches its 

bottom. The other 
appears to prefer 

tarns as a larval habitat. Its habitat distribution is similar to 
that of Tinodes which has neither portable case nor net 
but builds a tunnel of on the upper surface of 
stones. Limnephilus dttatus and L. spm·sus are most fn;q uently 
found in standing- water, L. sparsus being commonly found in 
peat- pools. 

As well as tile four types of habitat considered above, V\'e 
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found that pools on the high shore had a distinct caddis fauna. 
These pools in the rock were small and shalluw, and were 
ably in the splash-zone. Because of their it is 
that \\'ere slightly saline ulthongh we had no means of con-
firming this. \Ve found the immature stages of 'l'inodes 
at two localities and adults at all three. At one 
found the 

as summer progresses, and it is 
of them, sparsus, had its htrval and 

the end of June. The first adults of L >vhich 
is common in the more did not emerge until 
the second ~week of dMsa1is 
and PlectTocnemia conspersa v;ho8e larvae live in streams appear 

adults over a of time. 
vvater' 
have 
This may be 

>dlGn 
had a vertical limit 

to rnulielwis and lati-
\Yere found in a small stream an altitude of 800 meters 

on The in the islands is 882 meters above 
sea-level. The altitude limits for all the other 

to be bet1veen BOO and 400 
meters. Ho~wever there are very fe~w streams and no 
water above 400 meters and we feel that the absence of suit-
able habitats above this is the 
fer most L. nwrnwratus appears to be an Vve 
collected both tarns and both below 

meters. 'l'he localities from which it had been 
recorded are all lakes belmv 130 meters. The larval cases are 
very distinctive and that we \Yould have over-
looked them at other 
a number of meters 
\Vhicll do not contain L. marmoratus. tarns are absent 
from the northern and L. 11wrmoratus has not been re
corded from this group of' islands. 

'l'wo of the southern islands were inyestigated in detail, and 
we found thirteen species on Eysturoy and eleven on Su3uroy. 
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\V e found the following nu m bcr of species on three northern is
lands: thirteen on Borooy, nine on Viooy and five on .Fugloy. 
The map (Pig. 1) shows the relatiYe sizes of the islands. In gene
ral the islands have a wider range of aquatic enYiron
ments than the smaller ones and the occurrenee of a of 

on a island on whether suitable larval 
habitats exist on the island. Further \Votdd 
shoiY that tho two at only from the 

in t!Jo other islands as welL 

the 
not the main concern of this paper, 
of interest. In the B'aroes tlle colour 

of adults of Plectrocnemia consper.m 
from a uniform grey to black 

spa1·sns are a uniform as are those found in 
the Shetland IsLmds. rrhose found in the rest of Britain llave 
two on the fore 

IVP should like to thank Dr. G. Si'dt for the help and sup-
he has us. vV G also thank Dr. A. Nielsen and Mr. D. 

E. Kimmins for their assistance and for 
cations. ~We express our 

scholars funds 
to the F'. P. Bedford ftmd of 

our identifi-
W orts and Gladstone 

and 

of Peterhonse and the authorities of Jesus 
whose made our visit possible. 

The larvae of the species of Tricboptera found in the Faroes show 
marked habitat preferences. The availability of suitable larval habitats ue
termines the dititribution of caddis-fiies in the islands. VVe consider that the 
division of the Faroe Islands into northern and southern gToups on the ba
sis of their tricliopterous fauna can no long-er be upheld. Tinodes pusillus 
was collected from tiw high shore, a habitat probably hitherto overlooked. 
This species and Plectrocnemia geniculata are reported from the Faroes for 
the first time. 
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