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The Danish natural history expedition to the southern Philip
pines and Bismarck and Solomon Islands in 1961-1962 (Petersen, 
1966), collected 52 ticks representing 4 genera and 7 species. This 
material, though small in quantity, is important from the stand
point of extending the known distribution of several species to 
little collected island groups. 

A few specimens deposited in the collection of the Bernice P. 
Bishop Museum, Honolulu are indicated by the letters BBM; all 
others are in the Zoological Museum, Copenhagen. Acknowledge
ment is extended to Dr. B. Petersen for allowing me to study the 
material and to Dr. H. Hoogstraal for comments relative to some 
of the Haemaphysalis and for reviewing the manuscript. 

Amblyomma cyprium cyprium Neumann, 1899 

Philippines, TAWI TAWI: Lapid Lapid, 3 cJ, 2 Si?, 21 Nov. 1961 
(1 cJ, 1 Si?, BBM). 

Bismarck Is., NEW IRELAND: Lemkamin, 900 m, 1 Si?, 15 
April1962. 

The material from Tawi Tawi was compared with specimens of 
A. cyprium aeratipes Schulze from Mindanao and with specimens 
·Of A. c. cyprium from Micronesia and New Guinea. It clearly 
belongs to the latter subspecies. This is the first record of the 
nominate subspecies from any of the Philippine Islands. 

The closest recorded occurrence of A. cyprium aeratipes to A. c. 
cyprium of Tawi Tawi is the specimen listed by Schulze (1933) 
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from Point Banga (between Kawit Kawit and Anungan), Zam
boanga del Norte Province, Mindanao. These two localities are 
about 370 kilometers apart. It would be desirable to have addition
al specimens of Amblyomma cgprium from the southern Zam
boanga Peninsula of Mindanao and the Sulu Archipelago, to 
determine the exact limits of the two subspecies in this area. The 
species has not been recorded from nearby Borneo, Java, Sumatra 
and Malaya, or the numerous small islands surrounding them. 
The only records for southeast Asia are from China (Chang, 1958) 
and Thailand (Audy et al. 1960). 

Amblyomma helvolum Koch, 1844 

Philippines, TAWI TAWI: Tarawakan; 4 cJ, 3 ~. 6 and 13 Nov. 
1961 (1 cJ, 1 ~. BBM). 

This species is widely distributed throughout southeast Asia and 
the south Pacific from Thailand to Australia with reptiles the pre
ferred hosts. These are the first records from the Sulu Archipelago. 

Aponomma fimbriatum (Koch, 1844) 

Bismarck Is., MUSSAU: Talumalaus, 20 cJ, 6 ~. 6 N, ex 
Varanus sp., 6 Feb. 1962 (4 cJ, 2 ~' 2 N, BBM). 

This widespread species in the south Pacific occurs almost 
exclusively on reptiles. 

I have called the above specimens A. fimbriatum on the basis of 
scutal measurements and presence of a ventral terminal spur on 
tarsus I of the males, as defined by Roberts (1964). The extreme 
scutal measurements for 20 males are 2.45 X 2.41 mm - 1.84 X 
1.94 mm with an average of 2.17 X 2.19 mm. All have a small 
ventral terminal spur. There is considerable variation in the num
ber of punctations and degree of scutal ornamentation, and several 
specimens would be identified as A. trimaculatum (Lucas) on the 
basis of this character alone. 

Dermacentor auratus group 

Philippines, TAWI TAWI: Lapid Lapid, 2 cJ, 21 NoY. 1961. 
This species complex is widespread throughout southeast Asia, 

Borneo, Indonesia, New Guinea and Palawan Province of the 
Philippines. This is the first record from the Sulu Archipelago. 



Entomologiske M eddelelser 37 (1969) 287 

Haemaphysalis (Rhipistoma) ceutropi Kohls, 1949 

Philippines, PALAWAN: Makagwa, 2 cJ, 1 9, ex Centropus 
bengalensis, 27 Sept. 1961. 

This species is recorded from this host on Palawan (Kohls, 
1949). Hoogstraal et al. (1965) list it as occurring also in Borneo, 
Burma, Malaya, Taiwan and Thailand. 

Haemaphysalis (Kaiseriaua) uadchatrami Hoogstraal, 
Trapido and Kohls, 1965 

Philippines, PALAWAN: Pinigisan, 600 m, 1 cJ, 21 Sept. 1961. 
Hoogstraal et al. (1965) recorded nadchatrami as a subspecies, 

from central and southern Thailand, Malaya, Singapore, Sumatra, 
Java, Nanukan and Borneo. They now consider it a valid species. 
The above record from Palawan is not surprising, inasmuch as 
this island shares close faunal affinities with Borneo. 

Haemaphysalis sp. 

Philippines, TAWI TAWI: Lapid Lapid, 1 9, 16 Nov. 1961. 
According to Hoogstraal, this specimen appears to represent an 

undescribed species in the formosensis group. More material of 
this species is especially desirable. 

Summary 
Seven species of ticks are recorded: 4 from Tawi Tawi, 2 from 

Palawan and 2 from the Bismarck Islands. All collections, except one, 
are new records for the islands on which they were collected. 
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